Architect's Impression of the New Unit. 
Nursing
There are approximately 80 nursing staff, encompassing registered nurses, stu dent nurses, enrolled nurses and orderlies.
Paramedical
There are three physiotherapists and three rotating physiotherapists; three occupational therapists and an occupational therapy aide; one social worker and another is being appointed.
Functions
This Unit is to care for all forms of paraplegic patients, but dominantly for those with traumatic spinal cord injuries. It admits more than 100 new patients a year and has about the same number of readmissions. Follow-up examinations take place in the Outpatient service and about one thousand such patients are being seen per year.
Philosophy
The aim is to admit patients to the Spinal Injury Unit directly from Casualty, was the time spent in hospital, in that Dr Dickson's patients were discharged much earlier than those in Brisbane. But the criticism levelled at that paper, by Dr Davies was that the two groups were not completely comparable; a valid criticism. In the Brisbane prospective study, the same people doing the initial treatment and rehabilitation are treating both groups, and the patients are non selected, so that every second patient is operated upon. Also any patient who gets out of phase, and requires surgery for a specific reason, or any patient who is not able to be operated upon for some particular reason, is deleted from the survey.
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